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REMARKS 

Claims 1-2, 6-8, 12-14, 18-20, 24-26 and 30 have been rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as 
anticipated by Becker. The rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Becker discloses a method and apparatus related to a communication system in which 
remote units encode data bursts using a predetermined codeword set and transmit the encoded 
data bursts to a hub station over a multiple-access channel. When the hub station receives a data 
burst from one of the remote units, the hub station demodulates the received data burst and 
correlates the received data burst with each codeword within the predetermined codeword set. 
The hub station uses the correlation to derive a timing synchronization signal and/or a carrier 
frequency adjustment signal to be sent back to the remote unit. The signals provide information 
to the remote unit to synchronize its timing or adjust its carrier frequency for transmitting 
subsequent data bursts. The hub station may also use the correlation to estimate a signal-to-noise 
ratio (see Abstract). More specifically, and with reference to Fig. 5, the estimated signal-to-noise 
ratio is used by the hub station 104 to maintain transmit power for the remote unit 108 across the 
reservation channel 140. Based on the estimated signal-to-noise ratio, the hub station 104 sends 
one or more control messages to the remote unit 108 which instruct the remote unit 108 to 
increase or decrease power (col. 15, Ins. 9-15). 

In the instant invention, a signal-to-noise ratio is provided to the terminal to adjust power. 
This is in contrast to Becker, in which, notably, the hub station estimates the signal-to-noise 
ration and then sends a control message(s) to the remote unit instruction the remote unit to 
increase or decrease power. Referring to Fig. 7 of the instant invention, and page 48 of the 
specification, NOC 113 performs signal measurements to provide feedback to the terminal to 
adjust transmission power- it is also recognized that the measurements may be performed by a 
designated terminal . In one embodiment, the terminal has a transceiver 109 with the 
functionality to measure the current receive signal strength in terms of a signal quality factor- 
e.g. a signal-to-noise ration. As a result, the transceiver 109 may adjust the power of the 
transmission in response. For example, claim 1 of the invention requires that a transmission 
burst is received from a first ground terminal, a power level measurement of the transmission 
burst based on a signal-to-noise ration of the transmission burst is determined at a second ground 
terminal, and a message specifying the determined power level measurement is transmitted to the 
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first ground terminal such that the power level is automatically adjusted. Again, the closed-loop 
power control process allows for real-time adjustment of power both at the NOC 113 and at the 
terminal without suspending or interrupting data transmission by the host. In the context of the 
claimed invention, however, the measurements are determined in the terminal . 

Since the recited structure and method are not disclosed by the applied prior art, claims 1- 
2, 6-8, 12-14, 18-20, 24-26 and 30 are patentable. 

Claims 3, 9, 15, 21 and 27 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Becker in view of Henry. The rejection is respectfully traversed for the same reasons presented 
in the arguments above, and since Henry fails to disclose a transmission burst is received from a 
first ground terminal, a power level measurement of the transmission burst based on a signal-to- 
noise ration of the transmission burst is determined at a second ground terminal, and a message 
specifying the determined power level measurement is transmitted to the first ground terminal 
such that the power level is automatically adjusted, as required by the claimed invention. Hence, 
claims 3, 9, 15, 21 and 27 are patentable. 

In light of the above, the Applicants respectfully submit that all the pending claims are 
both novel and non-obvious over the prior art of record. The Applicants respectfully request that 
a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. If any additional fees are due in connection 
with this application as a whole, the Director is authorized to deduct such fees from deposit 
account no. 02-1818. If such a deduction is made, please indicate the attorney docket no. 
(01 15426-938) on the account statement. 
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